Garden District Neighborhood Meeting
Monday, September 21, 2009
6:30pm at Rising High Restaurant
Approximately 35 Residents in Attendance

MINUTES

EXTENSION OF ACCOMMODATION OVERLAY ZONE/HOTEL
Vangie opened the meeting by introducing Yvonne Fortenberry of the City of Charleston Plannmg
and Preservation Department. Ms. Fortenberry spoke of the special area plan for Calhoun Street to the
harbor. She wanted to confine her remarks to the parts of the plan that specifically affected our
neighborhood, namely the extension of the accommodation overlay zone to Alexander Street.
® Due to complaints from our neighborhood about noise and increased traffic with the approval
of a new hotel bounded by East Bay, Calhoun and Alexander Streets, the city looked at other
options.
® Ms. Fortenberry distributed a handout of a new proposal for the location of the hotel
(Attached). The only entrance and exit would be on East Bay Street. Five new lots on
Alexander Street would be sold for residential building.
® Note: A total of 350 hotel rooms have been approved by the city for the Calhoun Street area
from Alexander Street to the waterfront. This is 100 more rooms than anticipated by the
neighborhood association.
® Discussion and questions from attendees:
1) How to ensure that the city and builder would adhere to new proposal for hotel
entrances and residential lots? Initial approval from the planning committee would not
address those issues. Pre-approval legal contract needed?

2) Retail is planned for the street level of the hotels. When many businesses are closing on
King Street and around the city, attendees questioned the wisdom of adding more retail.

3) No other residential area of the city has a large hotel abutting housing. Ms. Fortenberry
mentioned the Wentworth Mansion on Smith and Wentworth Streets, but that is only
about 25 rooms compared to this 100 room hotel.

4) Any retail under 5,000 square feet will not require parking.

5) Some Alexander Street residents said they approved of the new hotel plan.

FEDERAL BUILDING- Vangie read a letter from developer John Dewberry regarding the Federal
Building. He said that he is proceeding with plans to put the property in a
special development zone, which is a formality. It will be a four star hotel.

The residential development is not in the initial plan.

ROBERT MITCHELL — Robert was re-elected to City Council without opposition. The
neighborhood association presented him with a cake which we all enjoyed.






